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Introduction

There is probably nothing better for managing, converting, and sharing ebooks than Calibre (https://
calibre-ebook.com/). You can use it as a regular desktop application for reading and organizing
ebooks, but Calibre also features a built-in server for sharing ebooks on a local area network (LAN)
as you would find in most schools. You can even set it up on the Internet. In practical terms, this
means that you can publish your ebook library to the school computers and access all your ebooks
from any machine using a browser. To publish your ebook library, you can turn Raspberry Pi or a
PC running the Raspbian operating system into a Calibre server. Best of all a fairly recent version of
Calibre is available in the Raspbian software repository so this project can be done in a few simple
steps.

Browsing 2 beoks In Al books

digikam Recipes s x
el
/Al kb a N

Tagee carrars, caron, dgiarn, dighal, dur | Fru, Ao, SEAr-uoUTes, pRoR T

“ instant Gubde b D5 LRA Dasbibasd t 2
Sy Dmri Poc
D o DBLI £ i gy . AR AT DO WO P WA OF DPTOEY
S GRS, Dl i o i) a00r 00N Al AE0 1o Bkt Al st £ TPerm. i NI L, [l A
5 DS D Usie B, you o 5 iy vy aioect o your i L v s
8 [ s 24 e

Tag &airoid, o

Note: Calibre doesn't allow you to create libraries and populate them with ebooks from the
command line. However you can copy the library from one machine to another.

I keep my library in /home/pi/calibre.

Install Calibre on Raspberry Pi using the following command:

sudo apt-get update

sudo apt-get install calibre

Run then the calibre-server command followed by the path to the Calibre library:

calibre-server --with-library=/home/pi/calibre

Once the server is up and running, you can access the published library by pointing a browser to
http://<MyRPiIPaddress>:8080 (replace MyRPi with the actual IP address or domain name of your
Raspberry Pi server). The calibre-server command supports several options. To restrict access to the
published library, you can protect it with a password using the --password option, and to run the
Calibre server in the background as a daemon, use the --daemonize option. Refer to the Calibre
documentation (https://manual.calibre-ebook.com/cli/calibre-server.html) for a list of options and
their descriptions.
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http://www.linux-magazine.com/var/linux_magazin/storage/images/media/linux-magazine-eng-us/images/rpicalibreserver/534284-1-eng-US/rpicalibreserver_reference.png

To change the browser port number, in case of a clash.

Find the Preferences tool and click on it.
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Then look for Sharing over the net and click on it.

¥ calibre - Preferences ? X

. 1 Prefe rences «alibre version 3.42.0 created by Kovid Goyal

Interface
s X w / Q
Look & feel Behaviour Add your own columns  Toolbars & menus Searching
Conversion
v =] a

Input options  Cornmon options  Output options
Import/export

¥ =| N I

Adding books  Saving books to disc  Sending books te devices  Metadata plugboards

Sharing

< 0

Sharing books by email Metadata download  Ignored devices

Advanced
— —
T
!
5 i1 " in
Plug-ins Tweaks Miscellaneous Shortcuts Template functiens

/' Run Welcome wizard | | @Close |

Finally change the port number. Be careful here unless you know the ports that are in use!
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calibre contains an internet server that allows you to access your book collection using a browser from amywhere in the world. Any changes to the settings will only take
effect affg art.

I chose 8181 because Kolibri
uses port 9090 on my Raspbian
but 8080 on some installs!

The port on which to listen for connections: | 8181 4]

Require usemame and password to access the content server

Requiring a usemame/password prevents unauthorized people from accessing your calibre fibrary. it is also needed for some features such as making any changes to the
library as well as lost read position/annotation syncing.

Run server autematically when calibre starts
Startserver | | Stop server || Testserver

Show server logs

Start calibre when the computer is started

€Restore defaults

¥ Discard + Apply
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