
REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

 CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT CENTRE
 

2023 ZAMBIA EDUCATION 

CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK 

- -



© Ministry of Education, 2023

All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reproduced or transmitted in 
any form or by any means, electronic, or mechanical including photocopying, 
recording, or by any information storage and retrieval without the permission of the 
(The Curriculum Development Centre).

ISBN:

First Published 2023 by
The Curriculum Development Centre
Haile Selassie Ave,
P.O. Box 50092
Lusaka, Zambia

2023 Zambia Education Curriculum Framework 



2023 Zambia Education Curriculum Framework 

TABLE OF CONTENT

PREAMBLE............................................................................................................................... viii
FOREWORD............................................................................................................................. ix
PREFACE................................................................................................................................... x
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS........................................................................................................... xi
ACRONYMS/ABBREVIATIONS................................................................................................. xii
DEFINITION OF TERMS............................................................................................................ ivx

CHAPTER ONE.......................................................................................................................... 1
INTRODUCTION TO THE FRAMEWORK.................................................................................... 1

1.1   BACKGROUND..........................................................................................................  1
1.2  RATIONALE...............................................................................................................  1
1.3 PURPOSE OF THE CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK......................................................... 2

CHAPTER TWO.........................................................................................................................  4
POLICIES AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES........................................................................................ 4

2.1 LAWS, POLICIES/PLANS AND INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS.................................. 4
 2.1.1 Government Law.............................................................................................. 4

  2.1.2  Policies/plans................................................................................................. 4
       2.1.2.2 The Eighth Na�onal Development Plan (8NDP)...................................... 4 
     2.1.2.3  2023 Na�onal Educa�on Policy............................................................. 5
   2.1.2.4 Interna�onal Instruments..................................................................... 5

 2.2   EDUCATION GUIDING PRINCIPLES............................................................................ 5  
  2.2.1  Inclusiveness and Equity.................................................................................. 5
  2.2.2  Accountability................................................................................................. 6
  2.2.3  Transparency................................................................................................... 6

2.2.4  Partnerships.................................................................................................... 6
2.2.5  Social Jus�ce................................................................................................... 6
2.2.6  Integrity.......................................................................................................... 6

 2.3. CURRICULUM DESIGN AND LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION........................................ 6
  2.3.1  Curriculum Design.......................................................................................... 6
  2.3.2  Language of Instruc�on.................................................................................. 7

CHAPTER THREE....................................................................................................................... 8
NATIONAL CONCERNS (CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES).................................................................... 8

3.1 LIFE SKILLS AND HEALTH EDUCATION (LSHE)............................................................. 8
3.2   GENDER.................................................................................................................... 8
3.3   GOVERNANCE.......................................................................................................... 8
3.4  CORRUPTION............................................................................................................ 9
3.5  HUMAN RIGHTS........................................................................................................ 9
3.6  NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES......................................................................... 9
3.7  ENTREPRENEURSHIP EDUCATION............................................................................ 9
3.8  HIV and AIDS.............................................................................................................  9
3.9   ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND POLLUTION MANAGEMENT................................... 10



2023 Zambia Education Curriculum Framework 

3.10  CLIMATE CHANGE EDUCATION................................................................................ 10
3.11  HEALTH AND NUTRITION......................................................................................... 10
3.12  DRUG AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE................................................................................ 10
3.13  MENTAL HEALTH.....................................................................................................  10
3.14  SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING....................................................................... 10
3.15  FINANCIAL EDUCATION........................................................................................... 11
3.16  SPECIAL AND INCLUSIVE EDUCATION...................................................................... 11
3.17  EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT....................................................... 11

CHAPTER FOUR........................................................................................................................ 12
CURRICULUM STRUCTURE...................................................................................................... 12
 4.1 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION................................................................................ 13 

  4.1.1 Child Developmental Domains......................................................................... 13
  4.1.2 Eccde Levels..................................................................................................... 13
  4.1.2.1    Day-Care/Cretche...................................................................................... 14
  4.1.2.2 Nursery and  Recep�on................................................................................. 14

  4.1.3 Curriculum for Early Educa�on........................................................................ 14
  4.1.4  Contact Time................................................................................................... 14
  4.1.5 Curriculum Reforms at this level.......................................................................  15
  4.1.6  Assessment Procedures.................................................................................. 15
  4.1.6  Assessment Procedures.................................................................................. 15
   4.1.6.1 Na�onal Assessment Strategy............................................................... 15
   4.1.6.2  School Readiness Assessment............................................................... 15

  4.1.7  Learners with Special Educa�onal Needs and/or Disabili�es........................... 15
  4.1.8  Screening and Assessment at ECE...................................................................  16

4.2   PRIMARY SCHOOL EDUCATION................................................................................. 16
  4.2.1 Core Learning Areas at the Lower Primary........................................................ 16
   4.2.1.1 Curriculum Reforms at Lower Primary School Level................................ 16
   4.2.1.2 Lower Primary Contact Time.................................................................. 17

  4.2.2 Core Learning Areas at the Upper Primary........................................................ 17
   4.2.2.1 Curriculum Reforms at Upper Primary................................................... 17
  4.2.2.2 Upper primary school contact �me........................................................ 18
  4.2.2.3 Assessment procedures......................................................................... 18
  4.2.2.3 Assessment procedures......................................................................... 18

  4.2.3 Learners with Special Educa�onal Needs and/or Disabili�es............................ 18
    4.2.3.1 Learning areas for learners with intellectual impairments..................... 19 
   4.2.3.2 Learners with intellectual disabili�es - 16+ level..................................  19

  4.2.4  Learner Exit Profile.......................................................................................... 20

4.3.  SECONDARY SCHOOL EDUCATION............................................................................ 21
4.3.1 Pathways at Ordinary Level............................................................................... 21
  4.3.1.1 Subjects Groupings at Ordinary Level..................................................... 21
    4.3.1.2 Guidelines on Pathways and Subject Combina�ons.............................. 23
  4.3.1.3 Curriculum Reforms at this level............................................................  24



  4.3.1.4 Assessment........................................................................................... 25
  4.3.1.5 Co-Curricular ac�vi�es..........................................................................  25

 4.3.2 Advanced Level (A LEVEL)................................................................................. 26
  4.3.2.1 Structure of 'A' Level Courses................................................................. 26
   4.3.2.2  Assessment.......................................................................................... 28
  4.3.2.3  Co-curricular ac�vi�es.......................................................................... 28
  4.3.2.4 Learner profile....................................................................................... 28

4.4   TEACHER EDUCATION.........................................................................................  29
  4.4.1 Categories of Teacher Educa�on...................................................................... 29
  4.4.1.1  Pre-service Educa�on........................................................................... 29
  4.4.1.2  In-service Educa�on............................................................................. 29
  4.4.1.3 Dura�on of programmes....................................................................... 29
  4.4.1.4  Distance educa�on............................................................................... 30
  4.4.1.5  School experience................................................................................. 30
  4.4.1.6  Teacher educa�on programmes........................................................... 30

   4.4.2 Curriculum for Teacher Educa�on.................................................................... 30
  4.4.2.1 Curriculum for Early Childhood Teacher Educa�on................................ 31
  4.4.2.2 Curriculum for primary teacher Educa�on............................................. 31

  4.4.2.3 Curriculum for secondary  teacher  educa�on (Ordinary Level).............. 31
   4.4.2.4 Curriculum for secondary school teacher educa�on (Advanced Level)... 32

 4.4.3 Special educa�on curriculum........................................................................... 32
  4.4.3.1 The contact �me for teacher educa�on ins�tu�ons................................ 33
  4.4.3.2  Assessment procedures........................................................................  34

 4.4.4  Teacher Educa�on Curriculum Reforms........................................................... 34
 4.4.5  Co-Curricular Ac�vi�es.................................................................................... 35
 4.4.6  Student exit profile.......................................................................................... 35

4.5. YOUTH AND ADULT LITERACY EDUCATION................................................................ 35
 4.5.1 Curriculum for Youth and Adult Literacy............................................................ 36
 4.5.2  Learning Areas................................................................................................. 36
 4.5.3  Curriculum Reforms at this Level...................................................................... 36
 4.5.4  Assessment Procedures................................................................................... 37
 4.5.5  Learners with Educa�onal Needs and Disabili�es............................................ 37
 4.5.6  Learner Exit Profile........................................................................................... 37

CHAPTER  FIVE......................................................................................................................... 38
STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION.............................................. 38

5.1  PLANNING................................................................................................................ 38
 5.1.1  Implementa�on Strategy................................................................................ 38
 5.1.2  Resource Mobilisa�on and Management....................................................... 39

5.2  CURRICULUM SUPPORT MATERIALS........................................................................ 40
5.3 CHANGE MANAGEMENT.......................................................................................... 40
5.4  SUBJECT ASSOCIATIONS........................................................................................... 40

2023 Zambia Education Curriculum Framework 



5.5  STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT AND COLLABORATION.............................................  41
5.6  MONITORING  AND  EVALUATION............................................................................ 41
5.7 RESEARCH................................................................................................................. 41 
5.8 TEACHING METHODS............................................................................................... 41
5.9  DOCOLONASATION OF THE CURRICULUM............................................................... 42 
5.10 CAREERS GUIDANCE AND COUNSELLING................................................................ 42
5.11 ASSESSMENT............................................................................................................ 42
5.12 CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES.................................................................................... 42
5.13 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT........................................................................................ 42
5.14 ALTERNATIVE MODES OF EDUCATION PROVISION.................................................. 43

REFERENCES............................................................................................................................ 44

2023 Zambia Education Curriculum Framework 



Valid
atio

n  E
diti

on

2023 Zambia Education Curriculum Framework 

vii

"Education is indeed a great equalizer. It can make a boy from a village 
become President of Zambia, it can make a daughter of a maid become Chief 

Executive Ofcer of a Multi-National Company, it can make an orphan 
become a medical doctor.”

Mr. HAKAINDE HICHILEMA - PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
ZAMBIA.
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His Excellency 
The  President of the Republic of Zambia 
Mr Hakainde Hichilema

My government places very high premium 

on Educa�on as espoused in the Eighth 

Na�onal Development Plan and the Vision 

2030 of Zambia becoming "A Prosperous 

Middle Income Country."

Undoubtedly, our mission is to foster 

accelerated na�onal development through 

the mobiliza�on and sustainable u�liza�on 

of human and natural resources for every 

Zambian. 

In my inaugural speech to Parliament on 

10th September, 2021, I called for the need 

to restore the educa�on system to 

interna�onal standards and best prac�ces. 

My administra�on considers educa�on, 

science and skills development as an 

equaliser.

It is in this regard that the curriculum has 

been reformed to ensure that it provides the 

required competences and responds to 

developmental aspira�ons and goals of the 

country. To this effect, the educa�on system 

has been re-aligned to ensure that it 

contributes to job crea�on and economic 

development. 

I, therefore, present to our na�on, the 2023 

Zambia Educa�on Curriculum Framework.

Mr. Hakainde Hichilema

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA

viii
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Quality educa�on is at the centre of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development. The 

Con�nental Educa�on Strategy for Africa also 

advocates for increasing access to quality and 

relevant educa�on. The quest for las�ng 

solu�ons to educa�on problems in Africa 

requires that prac��oners dialogue and come 

up with strategies to address the challenges 

holis�cally.

The Government of the Republic of Zambia, 

under the leadership of His Excellency Mr. 

Hakainde Hichilema, the President of the 

Republic of Zambia, recognizes that educa�on 

is the cornerstone of na�onal development as it 

plays a cri�cal role in producing the needed 

human capital endowed with the required 

knowledge, values and skills of the 21st Century 

competences to realize the Na�onal Vision 

2030 and developmental aspira�ons. The 

Na�onal Educa�on Curriculum provides the 

avenue and the process of producing such a 

learner from the educa�on system.

This, therefore, calls for the investment in 

young people through educa�on to ensure job 

crea�on and socio-economic transforma�on by 

providing quality and relevant educa�on.  

Hon. Douglas Munsaka Syakalima- MP
MINISTER  of  EDUCATION

The realiza�on of the importance of educa�on 

compelled the Government to declare free 

educa�on from Early Childhood Educa�on to 

the Secondary school level.

I, therefore, want to appeal to the Zambians in 

general, and the educa�on stakeholders in 

par�cular, to embrace the 2023 Zambia 

Educa�on Curriculum Framework as it provides 

adequate guidance on the educa�on system.

Hon. Douglas Munsaka Syakalima- MP

MINISTER - MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
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Mr Joel Kamoko 

Permanent Secretary – Education Services

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

PREFACE

The 2023 Zambia Educa�on Curriculum Framework 

(ZECF) has been developed not only to provide 

guidance on the preferred type of educa�on for our 

na�on, but also to provide clear curriculum 

guidelines, as well as the structures at all levels, 

from Early Childhood Educa�on (ECE) to Ter�ary 

Educa�on and Youth and Adult Literacy Educa�on. 

In addi�on, the ZECF forms the basis for the 

development of syllabi, teaching and learning 

materials and procurement of subsequent 

educa�onal materials.

The Curriculum Framework has also emphasised 

the use of Informa�on Communica�ons Technology 

(ICT) in teaching and learning, management and 

research through the provision of innova�ve, 

technology-based educa�on programmes and 

services as well as the promo�on of STEM 

Educa�on. 

The Curriculum has also integrated cross-cu�ng 

and emerging issues such as Climate change; 

Educa�on for Sustainable Development; Digital 

Literacy; Collabora�ve and inclusive Learning; 

Entrepreneurship; An�-Corrup�on; Global 

Ci�zenship Educa�on; Human Rights and Cultural 

Diversity; Renewable and Clean Energy; in order to 

respond to societal needs.

The new curriculum shows clear linkages at all levels 

of educa�on, from ECE to ter�ary educa�on and 

Youth and adult literacy educa�on. The necessary 

career paths for learners have been provided. This 

will accord learners an opportunity to progress 

according to their abili�es and interests. 

Above all, the 2023 Educa�on Curriculum has adjusted 

the structure of the educa�on system from 4-7-2-3 to 

3-6-4-2. ECE has been reduced from 4 to 3 years , while   

primary educa�on level has also been reduced from 7 

to 6 years, with eligible age entry also being reduced 

from 7 to 6 years. The secondary educa�on level has 

been restructured and increased from 5 to 6 years to 

accommodate 2 years of A- levels. Thus, learners will be 

provided with 4 years of ordinary secondary educa�on 

and 2 years of advanced Secondary ("A" level). Notably, 

Forms have replaced Grades at Secondary school evel.

Consequently, automa�c progression from primary to 

secondary school has been abolished together with the 

Junior Secondary School Leaving Examina�on.  

Forthwith, candidates will write their School Cer�ficate 

examina�on at the end of Form 4. It is expected that 

this Competence Based Curriculum will equip learners 

at all levels of educa�on with vital knowledge, skills, 

and values that are necessary for the actualiza�on of 

our Vision 2030.

As we roll out the 2023 Zambia Educa�on Curriculum, 

may I hasten to state that government, working in 

collabora�on with coopera�ng partners, will provide 

adequate resources for the effec�ve implementa�on 

of the curriculum.

Joel Kamoko (Mr)

Permanent Secretary - Educa�onal Services

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
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