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"Education is indeed a great equalizer. It can make a boy from a village
become President of Zambia, it can make a daughter of a maid become Chief
Executive Officer of a Multi-National Company, it can make an orphan
become a medical doctor.”

Mr. HAKAINDE HICHILEMA - PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
ZAMBIA.
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My government places very high premium
on Education as espoused in the Eighth
National Development Plan and the Vision
2030 of Zambia becoming "A Prosperous
Middle Income Country."

Undoubtedly, our mission is to foster
accelerated national development through
the mobilization and sustainable utilization
of human and natural resources for every
Zambian.

In my inaugural speech to Parliament on
10th September, 2021, | called for the need
to restore the education system to
international standards and best practices.
My administration considers education,
science and skills development as an
equaliser.

It is in this regard that the curriculum has
been reformed to ensure that it provides the
required competences and responds to
developmental aspirations and goals of the
country. To this effect, the education system
has been re-aligned to ensure that it

PREAMBLE

His Excellency
The President of the Republic of Zambia
Mr Hakainde Hichilema

contributes to job creation and economic
development.

I, therefore, present to our nation, the 2023
Zambia Education Curriculum Framework.

Mr. Hakainde Hichilema
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA
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Quality education is at the centre of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development. The
Continental Education Strategy for Africa also
advocates for increasing access to quality and
relevant education. The quest for lasting
solutions to education problems in Africa
requires that practitioners dialogue and come
up with strategies to address the challenges
holistically.

The Government of the Republic of Zambia,
under the leadership of His Excellency Mr.
Hakainde Hichilema, the President of the
Republic of Zambia, recognizes that education
is the cornerstone of national development as it
plays a critical role in producing the needed
human capital endowed with the required
knowledge, values and skills of the 21st Century
competences to realize the National Vision
2030 and developmental aspirations. The
National Education Curriculum provides the
avenue and the process of producing such a
learner from the education system.

This, therefore, calls for the investment in
young people through education to ensure job
creation and socio-economic transformation by
providing quality and relevant education.

FOREWORD

Hon. Douglas Munsaka Syakalima- MP
MINISTER of EDUCATION

The realization of the importance of education
compelled the Government to declare free
education from Early Childhood Education to
the Secondary school level.

I, therefore, want to appeal to the Zambians in
general, and the education stakeholders in
particular, to embrace the 2023 Zambia
Education Curriculum Framework as it provides
adequate guidance on the education system.

Hon. Douglas Munsaka Syakalima- MP
MINISTER - MINISTRY OF EDUCATION




2023 Zambia Education Curriculum Framework

The 2023 Zambia Education Curriculum Framework
(ZECF) has been developed not only to provide
guidance on the preferred type of education for our
nation, but also to provide clear curriculum
guidelines, as well as the structures at all levels,
from Early Childhood Education (ECE) to Tertiary
Education and Youth and Adult Literacy Education.
In addition, the ZECF forms the basis for the
development of syllabi, teaching and learning
materials and procurement of subsequent
educational materials.

The Curriculum Framework has also emphasised
the use of Information Communications Technology
(ICT) in teaching and learning, management and
research through the provision of innovative,
technology-based education programmes and
services as well as the promotion of STEM
Education.

The Curriculum has also integrated cross-cutting
and emerging issues such as Climate change;
Education for Sustainable Development; Digital
Literacy; Collaborative and inclusive Learning;
Entrepreneurship; Anti-Corruption; Global
Citizenship Education; Human Rights and Cultural
Diversity; Renewable and Clean Energy; in order to
respondto societal needs.

The new curriculum shows clear linkages at all levels
of education, from ECE to tertiary education and
Youth and adult literacy education. The necessary
career paths for learners have been provided. This
will accord learners an opportunity to progress

Mr Joel Kamoko
Permanent Secretary - Education Services
MINISTRY OFEDUCATION

accordingto their abilities and interests.

Above all, the 2023 Education Curriculum has adjusted
the structure of the education system from 4-7-2-3 to
3-6-4-2. ECE has been reduced from 4 to 3 years, while
primary education level has also been reduced from 7
to 6 years, with eligible age entry also being reduced
from 7 to 6 years. The secondary education level has
been restructured and increased from 5 to 6 years to
accommodate 2 years of A- levels. Thus, learners will be
provided with 4 years of ordinary secondary education
and 2 years of advanced Secondary ("A" level). Notably,
Forms have replaced Grades at Secondary school evel.

Consequently, automatic progression from primary to
secondary school has been abolished together with the
Junior Secondary School Leaving Examination.
Forthwith, candidates will write their School Certificate
examination at the end of Form 4. It is expected that
this Competence Based Curriculum will equip learners
at all levels of education with vital knowledge, skills,
and values that are necessary for the actualization of
our Vision 2030.

As we roll out the 2023 Zambia Education Curriculum,
may | hasten to state that government, working in
collaboration with cooperating partners, will provide
adequate resources for the effective implementation
ofthe curriculum.

Joel Kamoko (Mr)
Permanent Secretary - Educational Services
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
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m Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
Activities for Daily Living
m Alternative Mode of Education Provision

CSOs Civil Society Organisations

Education for All

CDAZ Child Development Assessment for Zambia
P
CTS Creative and Technology Studies
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Continuing Professional Development

Curriculum Development Centre

D&T Design and Technology

Directorate of Curriculum Development
Directorate of Open and Distance Education
ECCDE Early Childhood Care, Development and Education
Early Childhood Education

S8NDP Eighth National Development Plan

ECZ Examinations Council of Zambia

5] v @)
Q 0 =)
= o @)

Education for Sustainable Development
CBC Competence Based Curriculum
Home Economics

Home Economics and Hospitality

HIV Human Immunodeficiency Virus

TCMs Teacher Curriculum Manuals

ICT Information and Communications Technology

LSEND Learners with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities
Sustainable Development Goals

MCDSS Ministry of Community Development and Social Services
Ministry of Education

National Competence Assessment

LSHE Life Skills and Health Education

United Party for National Development
Non-Governmental Organizations

LF National Literacy Framework

National Numeracy Framework

DL Open and Distance Learning
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